FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:   Lynn Weiss








          Fenot Tekle









310-998-9300









David Magdael









Tom Chen









(213) 624-7827
Academy Award(-Winning Actress Faye Dunaway 

Makes Directorial Debut with The Yellow Bird

Short Film to Screen at AFI Film Festival November 3

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA, October 24, 2001 -- WE: WOMEN’S ENTERTAINMENT cable network has added original films to its programming line-up with the directorial debut of Academy Award(-winning actress Faye Dunaway.  THE YELLOW BIRD, a film adaptation of the Tennessee William’s play will premiere in Los Angeles at AFI FEST 2001 on Saturday, November 3, and will make its network premiere in April 2002. The film, which is narrated by Tennessee Williams himself, will also be shown at the Laemmle Theaters on November 9-11 as part of a qualifying run for Academy Award® consideration.

THE YELLOW BIRD, starring Academy Award(-winning actor James Coburn and Academy Award( nominee Brenda Blethyn, is the story of a young woman coming of age under the stringent rules of southern culture.  The digitally composed film incorporates actual readings by Tennessee Williams.  

Starring newcomer Cynthia Watros (“Titus”), Dunaway’s film tells the story of a “yellow bird” named Alma, a preacher’s daughter who has lived under the stifling restrictions of a southern upbringing.  Raised by a father who has always been obsessed that she might “get into smoking” or end up at a “good time house,” Alma is subjected to a very sheltered life dictated by the rules of the Bible as 

(more)
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interpreted by her father.  The film follows Alma on a journey as she breaks free and embarks upon a world full of possibilities.

“We’re grateful that our first foray into independent films has been with the incredibly talented Faye Dunaway,” says Kate McEnroe, President, WE: WOMEN’S ENTERTAINMENT.  “Her adaptation of The Yellow Bird is a touching and moving film with a strong female character that appeals to both male and female audiences.”
THE YELLOW BIRD was written, produced and directed by Faye Dunaway.  The film was adapted from a short story by Tennessee Williams.

WE: WOMEN'S ENTERTAINMENT is a service of AMC NETWORKS.  WE: WOMEN'S ENTERTAINMENT gives women a chance to relax and a way to recharge through entertainment that connects them on an emotional level.  WE: WOMEN'S ENTERTAINMENT features the largest collection of women's interest films, inspiring original series and topical specials.
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