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 “GRETA GARBO: A LONE STAR,” 

AN ORIGINAL DOCUMENTARY REVEALING THE PRIVATE LIFE OF ONE OF THE MOST FASCINATING MOVIE STARS OF ALL TIME, PREMIERES ON AMERICAN MOVIE CLASSICS ON SEPTEMBER 4 

Lauren Bacall Narrates AMC Special Unveiling Garbo’s Controversial 

Private Affairs
JERICHO, NY, July 17, 2001 – Her name will always be associated with the words “I want to be alone.”  Her face remains forever frozen as it last appeared onscreen before she willfully dropped out of the public eye.  Greta Garbo was a true superstar.  Acclaimed for performances in such films as "Mata Hari," "Anna Karenina," and “Grand Hotel,” Garbo forged a unique and enduring career as the embodiment of feminine independence and mystique.  One of the most talented and fascinating stars in film history, she made a successful transition from silent screen star to renowned talking film actress only to retire at the height of her career after making 22 Hollywood films, and live out the rest of her life in seclusion with only a few close friends by her side. 

On September 4, 2001, at 10:00 PM (ET), AMERICAN MOVIE CLASSICS will explore the fascinating story of the woman behind the legend when it premieres "GRETA GARBO:  A LONE STAR."  The film will have a special birthday encore screening on September 18, in honor of the 96th anniversary of Garbo’s birth.
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Narrated by Lauren Bacall, " GRETA GARBO:  A LONE STAR " examines the previously inaccessible private life of a star who rose to stardom from poverty only to abandon her phenomenally successful acting career at its peak, a decision that would have profound consequences throughout her life.  Through exclusive interviews with friends, biographers, colleagues and film critics as they explore and examine Garbo’s life and artistry, this telling documentary includes illuminating Garbo footage of everything from her standout, career-making performances in “Anna Karenina,” “Camille,” “Mata Hari,” “Queen Christina,” and “Grand Hotel” to the rarest clips from Garbo’s earliest films, such as the Swedish production "Peter the Tramp.”  Interviews include Kitty Carlisle-Hart, Karen Morley, and Luise Rainer, along with Garbo experts Karen Swenson and Hugo Vickers, and Garbo’s close friend, Sam Green.  

“GRETA GARBO:  A LONE STAR” also delves into the rarely spoken about lesbian affair that Garbo had with socialite Mercedes de Acosta.  Stalked and seduced by this international playgirl, Garbo gave in and commenced what was described as a passionate and romantic courtship that ended with Garbo, ever true to her mystery, terminating the affair and breaking the playgirl’s heart.  

The documentary also brings to light other private relationships in Garbo’s life, including friendships with renowned photographer Cecil Beaton; her on-screen beau John Gilbert; and George and Valentina Schlee, with whom she shared a close, 20-year friendship, even taking an apartment just below their Manhattan flat. In her last years, Garbo lived in almost total seclusion, unintentionally fuelling the public’s fascination with her mysterious, solitary presence.
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"GRETA GARBO: A LONE STAR," an original documentary, is produced by Iambic Productions in association with AMERICAN MOVIE CLASSICS.  The documentary  is directed by Steven Cole and edited by Fiona Gillespie. Executive producers for AMERICAN MOVIE CLASSICS are Marc Juris and Jessica Falcon.

AMERICAN MOVIE CLASSICS is the nation’s premier classic movie network, bringing timeless favorites to a broad audience by placing them in a fresh and contemporary context.  Award-winning original documentaries, series, and specials are infused with the energy and excitement of Hollywood past and present.  Launched in 1984, AMC is currently available in 77 million homes.  

AMC is owned and managed by Rainbow Media Holdings, Inc.  A subsidiary of Cablevision Systems Corporation (NYSE:CVC) and NBC, Rainbow manages American Movie Classics, WE: Women's Entertainment, Bravo, The Independent Film Channel, MuchMusic USA, Rainbow Sports, News 12 Networks and MetroChannels as well as the Rainbow Advertising Sales Corporation and Rainbow Network Communications. In addition, Rainbow is a fifty-percent partner in FOX Sports Net.  AMC is one of the assets included in a new series of Cablevision common stock -- Rainbow Media Group tracking stock (NYSE:RMG) -- which began trading on the NYSE on March 30th.  MGM (NYSE:MGM) owns a 20 percent stake in four of Rainbow's national networks - AMC, Bravo, IFC and WE: Women's Entertainment.
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