OUT OF THE CLOSET, OFFTHE SCREEN

THE LIFE OF WILLIAM HAINES

Highlights in the life of Billy Haines

Born: Charles William Haines, Jan 2, 1900. 

Birthplace: Stanton, VA

Died Dec. 26, 1973 Santa Monica, CA

-Grew up in a wealthy Virginia tobacco family

-Ran away from home at 14

-Settles in New York City and works as a bookkeeper.

-Befriends designer Orry-Kelly and Cary Grant.

-In 1922, Haines enters and wins the New Faces contest and wins a Goldwyn contract

-While on the set of his first film role, an uncredited bit part, in “Brothers Under The Skin” (1922), Haines meets and falls in love with his stand-in, Jimmy Shields, a young actor from a prominent Daytona Beach family. They move in together in 1923.

-Becomes a legitimate star with “Tell It To The Marines,” (1926).  

-In 1927 Haines is one of only seven MGM stars to be billed above the film title.  Becomes known for playing young collegiate types and for having razor sharp wit.

-Although the Hollywood system at the time put pressure on gay actors to provide an 'acceptable' public image by marrying, Haines turns down an offer of marriage from close friend Joan Crawford, who was then still hoping to be a rising star. 

-Haines stars in MGM's first talking picture and makes a good transition to talkies. He is a perennial in polls of Hollywood’s top 10 leading men. 

-In 1930 Haines and Shields purchase an antique shop and develop their interest in interior design by giving free advice to their Hollywood customers and friends. 

-In 1933 Haines picks up a sailor in Pershing Square in Los Angeles and takes him to his room at the YMCA. The house detective and L.A. Vice Squad burst in and both are arrested. 

-Following the YMCA incident, MGM boss Louis B. Mayer issues Haines an ultimatum: lifestyle or career.  Haines chooses the former and stays with Shields. Mayer terminates his contract and ensures that Haines can not work in the film industry again. 

-Switching careers, Haines and Shields become successful interior designers and boast a client list including: Lionel Barrymore, Claudette Colbert, Joan Crawford, Marion Davies, Bette Davis, George Cukor, Carole Lombard, and Jack Warner. 

-Haines and Shields reside in Manhattan Beach and are accused by a neighbor of propositioning his son. Charges are dropped which leads to an attack by the White Legion (California's equivalent to the Ku Klux Klan) who savagely beat both men.

-Haines and Shields move to Malibu and continue their successful design business and become one of the most sought after designer teams by Hollywood and the wealthy.

-Despite Haines’ long-term relationship with Shields, Haines reportedly had a number of flings with other men. Among those rumored include: director George Cukor; screenstars Nils Asher; Lionel Barrymore; Raymond Burr; Clark Gable; and writer Christopher Isherwood. 

-In 1968, Haines and protégé, Lee Graber are hired to decorate the Windsor House in London for the Ambassador to Great Britain, Walter Annenberg and his wife Lee Annenberg.  This would be Haines’ last design job and one of his most noted.

-Billy Haines succumbs to cancer in 1973, and within six months Jimmy Shields takes his own life. 

BILLY HAINES

Comprehensive Filmography

Billy Haines starred in over 50 films during his film career.

· Brothers Under The Skin, 1922. 

· Lost and Found on a South Seas Island, 1923, (also called Captain Blackbird, or Passion of the Sea). 

· Souls For Sale, 1923, as Pinkey. 

· Three Wise Fools, 1923, as Gordon Schuyler. 

· Three Weeks, 1924, as Curate. 

· True as Steel, 1924, as Gilbert Morse. 

· The Midnight Express, 1924, as Jack Oakes. 

· The Gaiety Girl, 1924, as Owen Tudor St. 

· Wine of Youth, 1924, as Hal. 

· Circe, the Enchantress, 1924, as William. 

· So This Is Marriage?, 1924. 

· The Wife of the Centaur, 1924, as Edward. 

· Little Annie Rooney, 1925, as Joe Kelly. 

· Fighting the Flames, 1925, as Horatio Manly. 

· A Fool and His Money, 1925, as John Smart. 

· Who Cares, 1925, as Martin. 

· The Denial, 1925, as Lover in Flashback. 

· A Slave of Fashion, 1925, as Dick Wayne. 

· The Tower of Lies, 1925, as August. 

· Sally, Irene and Mary, 1925, as Jimmy, (directed by Edmund Goulding). 

· Mike, 1926, as Harlan. 

· The Thrill Hunter, 1926, as Peter J. Smith. 

· Memory Lane, 1926, as Joe Field. 

· Brown of Harvard, 1926, as Tom Brown. 

· Lovey Mary, 1926, as Billy Wiggs, (also called Mrs Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch). 

· Tell It To The Marines, 1927, as Private. 

· Slide, Kelly, Slide, 1927, as Jim Kelly. 

· Spring Fever, 1927, as Jack Kelly. 

· West Point, 1927, as Brice Wayne. 

· The Smart Set, 1928, as Tommy. 

· Telling the World, 1928, as Don Davis. 

· Excess Baggage, 1928, as Eddie Lane. 

· Show People, 1928, as Billy Boone. 

· Alias Jimmy Valentine, 1928, as Jimmy. 

· The Duke Steps Out, 1929, as Duke. 

· A Man's Man, 1929, as Mel. 

· Speedway, 1929, as Bill Whipple. 

· The Hollywood Revue of 1929, 1929. 

· Navy Blues, 1929, as Kelly. 

· The Girl Said No, 1930, as Tom Ward. 

· Free and Easy, 1930, as a Guest, (also called Easy Go). 

· Way Out West, 1930, as Windy. 

· Remote Control, 1930, as William J. Brennan. 

· A Tailor Made Man, 1931, as John Paul Bart. 

· The Slippery Pearls, 1931, as Reporter, (also called The Stolen Jools). 

· The New Adventures of Get-Rich-Quick Wallingford, 1931, as Jimmy Wallingford. 

· Just a Gigolo, 1931, as Lord Robert Brummel. 

· Fast Life, 1932, as Sandy. 

· Are You Listening?, 1932, as Bill Grimes. 

· Strictly Dynamite, 1934. 

· Young and Beautiful, 1934, as Robert, (in which the Hollywood 'pansy' Franklin Pangborn also appeared). 

· The Marines are Coming, 1935, as Bill. 

· Craig's Wife, 1936, as the film's production designer. 

· MGM's Big Parade of Comedy, 1964. 

